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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for  
 HUNG SA DAHN 

  

REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER: Donghao Li 
 3423 S Catalina St LLC 
 2905 South Vermont Avenue, Suite 204          
 Los Angeles, CA  90007                       
 
APPLICANT: Michelle Magalong 
 Asian & Pacific Islander Americans in Historic Preservation 
  
 Los Angeles, CA  90038 
 
PREPARERS: Rosalind Sagara 
 Los Angeles Conservancy 
 523 West 6th Street, Suite 826 
 Los Angeles, CA  90014 
 
 Katherine Kim 
  
 Los Angeles, CA  90042 
 
 
   

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: November 4, 2021 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
  agenda for login  
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The expiration date of 
November 27, 2021, is tolled, and a revised date 
will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 
21, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period.  
 
Please note that other State law provisions may 
also apply. 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-5125-HCM 
                    ENV-2021-5126-CE   
 
Location: 3421-3423 S. Catalina Street 
Council District: 8 – Harris-Dawson  
Community Plan Area: South Los Angeles 
Land Use Designation: Medium Residential 
Zoning: R3-1 
Area Planning Commission: South Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Empowerment Congress 

North Area 
Legal Description: Strong and Dickinson’s 

Jefferson Street Tract, Lot 12 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 
 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 

 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 

 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]   
          
Micaela Torres-Gil, Planning Assistant           
Office of Historic Resources           

   
   
 
Attachments: Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—August 12 and 26, 2021 
 Correspondence from Property Owner’s Representative, 
  Received October 12, 2021 
 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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FINDINGS 
 

• The subject property “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic 
or social history of the nation, state, city or community” for its association with the Korean 
American patriotic organization, Hung Sa Dahn, for which the property served as its first 
permanent headquarters, and for its role as an important social and cultural hub for the 
Los Angeles Korean American community. 

 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Hung Sa Dahn is a multi-family residential property consisting of a 1910 two-story multi-family 
residence, a 1958 two-story duplex, and a 1950 one-story detached garage located on the west 
side of S. Catalina Street between Jefferson Boulevard and W. 35th Street in South Los Angeles. 
From 1936 to 1948, the subject property served as the headquarters of the Young Korean 
Academy, or Hung Sa Dahn, a civic organization founded in 1913 by the renowned Korean 
independence activist Dosan Ahn Chang Ho (1878-1938). In 1958, Hung Sa Dahn constructed 
the two-story duplex at the rear of the 1910 residence to provide housing for elder members of 
the organization. Currently the property is vacant. 
 
Originally constructed as a single-family residence in the Craftsman architectural style, the 1910 
multi-family residence is sited at the front of the lot, facing S. Catalina Street. The wood-frame 
building is rectangular in plan and clad in wood shingles at the upper level and a combination of 
wood shingles and clapboard at the lower level. It has a jerkinhead roof with flared eaves 
supported by wood knee brackets that is punctuated by cross-gabled dormers and clad in 
composition shingles. The building’s east-facing, front elevation is symmetrical with a central 
primary entry and gabled porch roof with decorative wood members in the gable end. The entry 
door features a prominent wood surround flanked by partial height sidelites. The porch has non-
original wood support posts, a wood balustrade, and tile flooring. The rear, west-facing elevation 
features a recessed porch with arched openings infilled with wood lapped siding. Fenestration 
consists of vinyl sashes within original wood frames and surrounds, oriel windows with sliding 
vinyl sashes supported by carved wood corbels on the front elevation, bay windows, and single-
hung vinyl windows in single and grouped configurations. 
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Constructed at the rear of the lot in 1958, the wood-frame, two-story duplex is designed in the 
Minimal Traditional architectural style. It is rectangular in plan and features a hipped roof with 
composition shingles and smooth stucco cladding. Entry to the lower unit is provided at the 
building’s south-facing, side elevation; the upper unit is accessed by an exterior staircase with a 
decorative wrought-iron railing at the east-facing, front elevation. Fenestration consists primarily 
of vinyl sliding windows. A one-story detached garage with a gabled roof was constructed at the 
southwest corner of the lot in 1950. 
 
The first wave of Korean immigration to the United States began in 1903, landing in Hawaii. By 
1905, Koreans from Hawaii began arriving in California, and some made their way to the 
agricultural communities of the Central Valley and to Southern California cities such as Riverside 
and Claremont. In 1906, there were purportedly less than 100 Koreans residing in Los Angeles 
County. At that time, Korean immigrants in Los Angeles began settling in the Bunker Hill 
neighborhood, an area that lacked race restrictions and was ethnically diverse. In August 1910, 
the Empire of Japan formally annexed the Korean Empire. This effectively ceased Korean 
immigration to the United States because Koreans were then considered by the United States 
government as Japanese nationals, who since 1908 were limited from immigrating as a way to 
limit Japanese laborers in the United States. By 1930, there were approximately 320 Korean 
Americans, both first and second generations, living in Los Angeles, many of whom had relocated 
to the South Los Angeles neighborhood surrounding the University of Southern California.  
 
Following the Korean War in 1953 until 1965, there was a second wave of Korean immigrants to 
the United States consisting of approximately 14,000 students, orphaned children, and brides of 
servicemen returning from the war; it can be assumed that some of these immigrants came to 
Los Angeles. In addition to the new wave of immigration, in the late 1940s and early 1950s the 
Korean American community in Los Angeles was undergoing other changes with the end of 
discriminatory racial covenant laws that barred Asian Americans from living in certain 
neighborhoods. This shift towards desegregation resulted in many Korean Americans moving to 
middle class neighborhoods in Los Angeles and the surrounding cities, as well as the eventual 
creation of Koreatown in the late 1960s.  
 
The Japanese occupation of Korea starting in 1910 had lasting impacts on the Korean community 
in Los Angeles; it fueled broader interest and participation in political organizations associated 
with the Korean independence movement and was a catalyst for widespread patriotic fervor 
among the Korean diasporic communities. The first Korean national organization that evolved to 
become the Korean National Association (KNA) was established in 1910. Initially headquartered 
in San Francisco, KNA had a Los Angeles branch as early as 1912 at 2 Olive Court. In the 
following decades, the United States became one of the bases for the Korean independence 
movement. Three of the movement’s key leaders—Syngman Rhee, Ahn Chang Ho, and Yong-
man Pak— spent substantial time in the United States. Ahn Chang Ho, also known by his pen 
name, Dosan, is most associated with Los Angeles. 
 
Ahn Chang Ho was born in 1878 in a rural village near Pyongyang, in what is now North Korea, 
and immigrated with his wife, Lee Hye Ryon (Helen), to San Francisco in 1902. The Ahns moved 
to Riverside in 1904, where he worked as a laborer in the citrus groves, and became a leader of 
the small immigrant community, establishing the Korean Mutual Assistance Association in 1905. 
In subsequent years, Ahn emerged as a moral and political leader of the Korean independence 
movement, and travelled extensively between immigrant settlement communities in California, 
and internationally to China, Russia, Manchuria, and back to Korea. In 1919, Ahn became acting 
premier of the Korean Provisional Government in China, established as a government-in-exile 
following Japanese colonial authorities’ suppression of a nationwide peaceful protest to proclaim 
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Korean independence known as the March 1st Movement. Ahn departed his home in Los Angeles 
for the last time in 1926, and later died in 1938 in Korea due to complications arising from torture 
and harsh conditions during imprisonment. 
 
In 1913, Ahn established Hung Sa Dahn, or Young Korean Academy, an organization dedicated 
to the promotion of Korean independence and Korean culture in America through building civic 
and political leadership capacity. In 1914, he relocated to Los Angeles, and Hung Sa Dahn’s 
headquarters moved with him to multiple residences in the Bunker Hill neighborhood before 
establishing a permanent location of its own at the subject property in 1936. Initially, membership 
in the organization was varied, consisting of day laborers, farmworkers, and shopkeepers, as well 
as ambassadors and diplomats; later, members of Hung Sa Dahn included such diverse 
occupational backgrounds as teachers, innkeepers, businessmen, physicians, lawyers, and 
pastors. During Ahn’s frequent absences, the organization continued to operate and expand at 
the subject property, which functioned as a long-standing civic, social, and cultural hub in the 
Korean American community until 1978.  
 
The subject property has experienced some alterations that include an interior remodel of the 
1910 residence to add a drop ceiling next to the fireplace and remove a wall between the living 
and dining rooms in 1932, and the replacement of the original stoop with a full-width porch, the 
infill of the rear porch, and the replacement of some windows with vinyl windows, all at unknown 
dates. During the Cultural Heritage Commission site visit, other alterations to the residence were 
observed which include the conversion of the ground floor into three residential units; the 
replacement of interior finishes; the addition of stone cladding to the front porch; the removal of 
the chimney; and the relocation of second floor access to the exterior, leading to a fourth unit.  
 
The subject property was identified in the Korean Americans in Los Angeles, 1905-1980 
SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Statement as significant as the Los Angeles branch of the 
Korean American patriotic youth organization founded by Ahn Chang Ho in 1913.  
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The subject property meets one of the Cultural Heritage Ordinance criteria: it “exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city 
or community” for its association with the Korean American patriotic organization, Hung Sa Dahn, 
for which the property served as its first permanent headquarters, and for its role as an important 
social and cultural hub for the Los Angeles Korean American community. 
 
Hung Sa Dahn was an important civic organization that played a critical role in the liberation of 
Koreans from Japanese colonial rule (1910-1945). With the Japanese occupation of Korea, much 
of the work towards independence was conducted abroad, and the United States became one of 
the key bases for the Korean independence movement. Further support for the movement 
occurred when the United States entered World War II in 1941, which strongly influenced Korean 
political organizations who saw a long-awaited opportunity for a Korea free from Japanese 
occupation. The subject property served as the first standalone and permanent headquarters of 
Hung Sa Dahn and its purchase in 1936 marked the end of a nomadic experience for the 
organization, further underscoring the growth and importance of its mission and providing a haven 
for its members. It became a part of an early concentration of Korean American residences, 
businesses, and civic and religious institutions that had emerged in South Los Angeles in the 
early 1920s to serve the growing Korean American immigrant community of Los Angeles. Beyond 
its civic functions, Hung Sa Dahn became an important social and cultural hub for the Korean 
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American community, in part by providing critically needed housing for its members who faced 
discrimination in housing and employment. Three years following Korea’s independence from 
Japan in 1945, the global headquarters for Hung Sa Dahn relocated to Seoul, South Korea. 
However, the organization in Los Angeles continued to serve as a political voice by promoting 
democratic governance through education and the study of Ahn’s teachings. Today, the subject 
property is the only extant property associated with Hung Sa Dahn in Los Angeles and is a rare 
example of an early institutional property associated with Korean American immigration, 
settlement, and development in Los Angeles. 
 
While the applicant argues that the subject property “is associated with the lives of historic 
personages important to national, state, city, or local history” for its association with Dosan Ahn 
Chang Ho, staff are unable to make this finding. Ahn was imprisoned in Korea at the time Hung 
Sa Dahn acquired the property and he died two years later, before he could return home to Los 
Angeles. Although Ahn rises to the level of an historic personage as an important figure in the 
development of the Korean American community in Los Angeles, as well as the Korean 
independence movement, the subject property is not directly associated with the productive 
period of his life and therefore does not meet this criterion.  
 
The SurveyLA Korean Americans in Los Angeles, 1905-1980 Historic Context Statement outlines 
integrity standards that need to be met for institutions and community centers such as the subject 
property, which consist of integrity of location, design, feeling, and association. Despite interior 
and exterior alterations, the subject property retains sufficient integrity of location, setting, design, 
feeling, association, and materials to convey its significance as the first permanent location of 
Hung Sa Dahn and its role as a social and cultural hub for Korean Americans in Los Angeles. The 
subject property is in the same location and the immediate neighborhood setting remains 
residential. The building footprint, massing, scale, and fenestration patterns do not appear to have 
changed since 1978, when Hung Sa Dahn left, reflecting its integrity of design. In looking at 
historic photographs from the period during which Hung Sa Dahn occupied the building, there 
have only been minor exterior alterations including removal of the chimney, the expansion of the 
covered front porch, and the enclosure of the rear porch, thus it retains integrity of feeling and 
association. Furthermore, the subject property retains most of its characteristic features, including 
a rectangular plan, horizontal wood and shingle siding, gabled porch roof, oriel windows, 
jerkinhead gable ends, knee brackets, and primary entrance with sidelites, demonstrating integrity 
of materials.  
 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of Hung Sa Dahn as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with Chapter 
9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that future 
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construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with Section 
22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts to a 
Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC. Without 
the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and integrity 
of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new construction and 
the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide standards 
concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the continued 
preservation of the subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions 
to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project 
was found to be exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to 
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 

 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2021-5126-CE was prepared on September 13, 2021. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
On June 22, 2021, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On July 15, 
2021, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the subject property under consideration 
as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. In accordance with Los Angeles Code Section 
22.171.10, on August 12, 2021, the owner requested up to a 60-day extension to the time for the 
Commission to act. On August 12, 2021, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of 
Commissioners Barron and Buelna conducted a site inspection of the property, accompanied by 
staff from the Office of Historic Resources. On August 26, 2021, a second subcommittee of the 
Commission consisting of Commissioners Milofsky and Kennard visited the property. On 
September 9, 2021, Commissioner Kanner visited the property.  
 
The expiration date of November 27, 2021, is tolled, and a revised date will be determined 
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020, Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising 
Expiration of Emergency Orders. The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of 
the local emergency period. Please note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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A Limited Liability Law Partnership Including Corporations / Los Angeles � San Francisco � Orange County

Benjamin M. Reznik 
 

1900 Avenue of the Stars, 7th Floor
Los Angeles, California 90067-4308

  Fax

www.jmbm.com

October 12, 2021 

BY EMAIL ONLY 

Cultural Heritage Commission 
Attn: James K. Williams, Executive Assistant II
City of Los Angeles 
200 N. Spring Street 
Rm. 1010, City Hall 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
E-Mail: 

Re: Case No. CHC-2021-5125-HCM 
Property Address: 3421-3423 South Catalina Street 

Dear President Milofsky and Hon. Members of the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

Our office represents the owner of 3421-3423 South Catalina Street (the 
"Property") in connection with the pending nomination to designate our client's property as a 
Historic-Cultural Monument ("HCM") pursuant to Los Angles Administrative Code ("LAAC") 
Section 22.171.10.  For the reasons stated herein, we submit this letter in vigorous opposition to 
the nomination.  Although the Property was once owned by the Hungsadan, a Korean-American 
organization formed to assist the Korean independence movement, none of the significant 
independence activities associated with the Hungsadan occurred at the Property.  Rather, the 
Property simply served as the Hungsadan's headquarters for a brief period of its 100+ years of 
existence.  There is nothing particularly significant about this Property that warrants special 
recognition or designation as a city-wide HCM.  Moreover, any association the Property may have 
once had with the Hungsadan is long since gone, as the building had been subject to extensive 
unpermitted and illegal renovations prior to our client purchasing it.  The alterations are so 
substantial that it has rendered the existing structures uninhabitable and beyond repair, and the 
remaining structure exists today as only a shadow of its original self.  Accordingly, the Property 
does not convey any association with the Hungsadan or the Hungsadan's founder Dosan Ahn 
Chang ("Dosan"), and does not meet the criteria for designation as an HCM.  

A.  The Property does not exemplify the contributions of the Hungsadan or Dosan 

Ahn Chang.  

The premise of this nomination argues that, because the Hungsadan once owned 
and operated out of this Property, it is de-facto significant and worthy of designation as an HCM.  
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This simply is not sufficient.  Such logic would render every office of every organization to be a 
potential HCM, without any consideration of what actually took place on the Property, a result 
clearly not intended by the express language of the HCM criteria.  This is particularly true in this 
instance, where the Property: (i) was not constructed by, or for, the Hungsadan; (ii) does not 
contain a single architectural element or feature that connects the actual structure with its use by 
the Hungsadan (e.g., the architecture and design of the building is wholly unrelated to the use.); 
and, (iii) is not connected with any historically significant or notable Hungsadan event, since 
Hungsadan members used the building primarily as a dorm and engaged in their significant 
independence work at the nearby Korean National Association building on Jefferson Boulevard.  
The Property also lacks any association with its founder Dosan, who had been imprisoned in Korea 
and later died before ever having an opportunity to set foot on the Property. 

These conclusions are supported by testimony and research prepared by Korean-
American experts with extensive experience and knowledge of the history of both Dosan and 
Hungsadan.  Attached as Exhibit A is a letter from award-winning author John Cha who has 
written about and researched the life of Dosan, his daughter Susan Ahn Cuddy, and other members 
of the Hungsadan.  His review of the nomination found that it "greatly exaggerates the significance 
of [the] Catalina building…" and that "[t]here is no evidence… that any historically significant 
event, meeting, or activity took place" on the property. (See Exhibit A, October 8, 2021 Letter 
from John Cha.)  These findings are also supported by the nomination itself, which fails to cite to 
a single significant event, meeting, or activity occurring at the Property.  Lacking such evidence, 
the nomination makes general statements about activities at the Property, stating generally that the 
Property operated as a "social and cultural hub."  But such a general statement - that the building 
was lived in by members of the Hungsadan and used for occasional meetings - is not evidence that 
the building meets the HCM criteria.  This is particularly true in light of the fact that the Korean 
National Association ("KNA") building and the Korean United Presbyterian Church, both located 
nearby on Jefferson Boulevard, are known to have been the location of significant Korean-
American community activities and cultural engagement for generations of Korean Americans 
living in Los Angeles.  The subject Property, on the other hand, had a very limited use for a 
relatively short period of time.  Accordingly, the Property does not exemplify the contributions of 
the Hungsadan, and cannot meet the criteria for designation as an HCM.  

B.  The Property does not represent or convey any association with the legacy of 

Dosan or the Hungsadan. 

John Cha's analysis is also supported by testimony of the descendants of Dosan, his 
grandchildren Philip Cuddy and Christine Cuddy, who have already submitted a detailed letter 
explaining why they oppose this HCM nomination. In their September 9, 2021 letter, they explain 
that the designation of the Property "will [not] do anything to further their [family's] legacy," and 
that the Property "cannot legitimately be said to represent the significance of either Dosan or the 
YKA." (See Exhibit B.) In subsequent correspondence , Philip Cuddy also expressed frustration 
with the nomination's attempt to stretch facts in order to connect this "dilapidated" Property to 
Dosan's legacy. (See Exhibit C.)  The fact is, Dosan never stepped foot on the Property.  Moreover, 
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the home Dosan's family did reside in, is already preserved as a HCM on the University of Southern 
California ("USC") campus.  Dosan's descendants are reasonably and rightly distressed that this 
HCM nomination seeks to manufacture a connection between a run-down and neglected building 
and Dosan's prolific legacy. 

C.  To the extent the Property did at one time represent Dosan or the Hungsadan, 

alterations and decay have destroyed its ability to convey that association. 

As explained by the National Park Service's bulletin on the land marking of 
potentially historic properties, historic integrity is the ability of a property to convey its historical 
associations or attributes.  To retain sufficient integrity of association, the property must be 
"sufficiently intact to convey that relationship to an observer." (National Park Service, NHL 
Bulletin.1)  In this case, due to countless unpermitted alterations, decay, and years of deferred 
maintenance, the building lacks sufficient integrity for designation as it cannot reasonably be 
argued that it coveys any relationship to the Hungsadan or Dosan.  The exterior facade has been 
substantially altered, brick features and historic signage identifying it as a Hungsadan building 
long since removed and destroyed, a patio and trellis added in the front modified the facade, and a 
large porch near the rear has been enclosed without permits in the rear.  The Property's large 
fireplace and chimney have also been removed.  The interior is also lost due to unpermitted 
alterations.  The primary structure, which the nomination describes as a single-family home with 
a large meeting hall, has been divided into multiple dwelling units without permits.  This work 
eliminated the so-called "meeting hall" and the remnants of the previous single-family structure.  
Accordingly, even if the Property did at one time convey an association with the Hungsadan and/or 
Dosan, after years of decay and unpermitted work, the Property no longer conveys this association, 
and therefore does not meet the required HCM criteria for designation. 

D. Designating the Property would result in the existing buildings becoming a 

persistent nuisance for the community.   

Our client purchased the subject Property on April 15, 2020 at a cost of $1,895,000  
with the intent of demolishing the existing structures and building a new Transit-Oriented 
Communities ("TOC") multi-family residential development.  Due to the terrible condition of the 
Property and the existing buildings, the Property was marketed and sold as a tear-down 
redevelopment opportunity that is "perfect for developers," and our client purchased it based on 
this representation.2  In performing its due diligence on the Property, neither our client nor our 
client's broker were made aware that the Property had any historic value.  In fact, the City's records 
also do not identify the property as containing a potentially historic resource, as neither ZIMAS 
nor HistoricPlacesLA identified the property as a potential historic resource.  For reference, 

                                                 
1 https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalhistoriclandmarks/nhl-bulletin.htm  
2 The description of the Property on the Compass real estate listing describes it as follows: 
"Attention all investors. "Great property in prime location, next to USC. Perfect for student 

housing. Located 1 block from USC. LAR3 zoning, perfect for developers." (Exhibit D.) 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalhistoriclandmarks/nhl-bulletin.htm
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attached as Exhibit E is an image of HistoricPlacesLA's map, which still does not identify any 
potential historic resource on the property, and which advises the public that [i]f you do not find 
SurveyLA information on a property in HistoricPlacesLA, it may mean that SurveyLA found that 
the property does not qualify as a historic resource." (Id., pg. 2.)  As recent as a few months ago, 
when our client emailed the Department of City Planning to ask about this precise issue, the 
Department confirmed that the "property does not appear to be recognized as historic or potentially 
historic by the City." (Exhibit F.)   

Now, with the prospect of this nomination looming over the Property, any 
requirement that the buildings be maintained as an HCM would eviscerate their investment 
backed-expectation in purchasing the Property.  Decades of unpermitted alterations and deferred 
maintenance have made the existing structure uninhabitable and unsafe, and any attempt to bring 
the Property up to code would be financially and technically infeasible.  These modifications and 
unpermitted alterations undermine any historic integrity the Property may have once had, as well 
as its ability to be used and rented for any financial gain.  The damage to the building is so 
extensive, that any effort to bring the structure up to current building code requirements in order 
to rent it or occupy it would be cost-prohibitive for any owner.  Accordingly, if designated, it may 
be reasonably assumed that the building will do nothing but remain abandoned and left to decay 
even further.  This would not be a good result for anyone. 

E.  Although the Property does not meet the criteria for an HCM, the owner has 

volunteered to honor the history of Dosan and the Hungsadan with a plaque 

and tribute garden. 

Notwithstanding our view that the Property does not qualify as an HCM, our client 
does acknowledge the fact that this HCM process itself has brought attention to an important aspect 
of South LA's history, i.e., the role of local Korean-Americans – like Dosan, his family, and 
members of the Hungsadan - in the Korean independence movement.  To help share and amplify 
this history, our client proposes to include a beautiful and thoughtful tribute plaque and garden at 
the Project site so that visitors and residents alike can learn more about this history and those who 
were involved.  Attached as Exhibit G is a conceptual design for the proposed plaque and garden, 
which will include a publicly accessible placard, as well as a garden planted with MuGungHwa, 
the national flower of South Korea.  Philip Cuddy, the grandson of Dosan, has volunteered to assist 
the owner in the design of the garden, and the substance of the plaque.  Our client truly believes 
that this type of display will do much more to advance and share the legacy of the Hungsadan, 
Dosan, and Korea-American independence activists, than designating a Property as an HCM that 
nobody will be able to connect to its purported history. 
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For these reasons, we urge the Commission deny the HCM nomination for this 
Property.  Thank you for your consideration.  

 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
BENJAMIN M. REZNIK and 
DANIEL F. FREEDMAN of 
Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell LLP 

 
Attachment 
CC: Rachel Brashier, Deputy Chief of Staff, Council District 8. 
 Kristen Gordon, Planning and Econ. Dev. Deputy, Council District 8. 
 Lambert Giessinger, Historic Preservation Architect, Office of Historic Resources 
 Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate, Office of Historic Resources 
 Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planning, Office of Historic Resources 
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October 8, 2021 
 
City of Los Angeles  
Cultural Heritage Commission 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 North Spring 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
 

Re:  Review of 3421-3423 S. Catalina Street Historic 
Monument Nomination, i.e., the former Hungsadan 
location. (CHC-2021-5125-HCM) 

 
 
Dear City of Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission, 
 
My name is John Cha, writer and award-winning translator of Korean 
literature into English. I have written about Korean American history, 
including Dosan Ahn Chang-Ho and his daughter, Susan Ahn Cuddy. I have 
worked with Dosan scholars from Dosan Memorial Foundation of Korea and 
research fellows from Korean Independence Hall. 
 
I have been retained by the owner of 3421-3423 S. Catalina Street to provide 
my independent evaluation of the proposed a Historic-Cultural Monument 
(HCM) nomination for the building, and to clarify several misleading 
statements included in the nomination materials submitted by the original 
applicant.  As explained in greater detail below, based on my experience and 
extensive knowledge of the subject area, the former Hungsadan building 
located at 3421-3423 S. Catalina Street does not meet the City's criteria for 
designation as an HCM because the building is not identified with important 
historical events relating to the Korean independence movement.  Further, 
the building does not meet the City's criteria of exemplifying Dosan Ahn 
Chang Ho (Dosan) or Hungsadan.  For these reasons, the HCM nomination 
of the Catalina property should be denied. 
 
To understand the relative insignificance of the Catalina property, it is 
important that the Commission understand the basic history and purpose of 
the Hungsadan, which is not clearly explained by the nomination.  Dosan 
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founded the Hungsadan in San Francisco in 1913 in order to develop the 
manpower necessary to assist the Korean independence movement.  The 
previously established Korean National Association (KNA), which was 
formed in 1909 in San Francisco, had a similar objective, although was more 
direct in its political agenda and intentions.1 Many KNA members joined 
Hungsadan, and vice versa.  In many ways, KNA behaved like a government 
in fundraising and carrying out its policies, while Hungsadan, by its charter, 
focused on building character for its members.  Accordingly, there was a lot 
of overlap between these organizations with respect to mission and 
membership.  While the Hungsadan and its members made many significant 
contributions to the independence movement, they did so primarily in their 
role as members and officials of the KNA, the Provisional Government of 
Korea, and UKC.  While the Hungsadan organization certainly played an role 
in the Korean independence movement, its most significant work was 
through its members' involvement with these other entities, and not 
necessarily through its own work, which emphasized character building and 
non-political activities. 
 
It is also important to put the Hungsadan's use of the Catalina Street building 
into context.  The Hungsadan was originally founded and formed in San 
Francisco, California, in 1913.  It was then relocated to Los Angeles, and after 
operating in the Bunker Hill area, it moved to 3421 Catalina Street in 1932.  
While the building was owned by the Hungsadan until 1978, it only operated 
out of the building until 1948, when the Hungsadan moved its organization 
headquarters to Seoul, Korea, along with its executive authority and records, 
leaving the Catalina building to be used primarily as housing for elder 
members and visitors.   
 
A review of historic archives reveals that only a few letters originate from 
Hungsadan members residing at the Catalina address, even during the period 
it operated as the organization's headquarters.  The correspondences between 
the headquarters and Fareast branch deal with Dong Myung Academy in 
Nanjing, China, for which Hungsadan members provided financial support. 
There are correspondences related to Dosan’s arrest and his legal fund, as well 
as letters concerning his death. The absence of historical material directly 
related to the independence work is because the Hungsadan members 

                                                 
1 The KNA moved to its Los Angeles location at 1368 W. Jefferson Blvd in 1937. 
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engaged in most of their independence work in their capacity as members of 
the KNA, which was located nearby on Jefferson Boulevard and is already a 
historically landmarked site by the City.  There is no evidence in the 
nomination - or that I have discovered in my own research - that any 
historically significant event, meeting, or activity took place at the Catalina 
building, or that the building held much significance to even the Hungsadan, 
which sold it in 1978.  
 
In considering the history of independence work by Dosan, Hungsadan, and 
KNA, the major centers of the activities were San Francisco (Kong Lip, KNA), 
Korea (Shin Min Hoe), Shanghai(Provisional Government), Hawaii (KNA), 
Mexico/Cuba (KNA), and Manchuria (Liberation Army, KNA), Los Angeles 
(KNA), and Washington DC (UKC).  Few, if any, historical documents are 
attributed to 3421 Catalina. In terms of the overall independence work, the 
Catalina house has little historical significance other than the fact that it 
served as a gathering place for Hungsadan members for a short period of 
time. There is no evidence of declaration of historical importance nor 
documents originating from the said address. The actual work of 
independence was carried out at the KNA property on Jefferson Street, such 
as corresponding with the Provisional Government, publishing New Korea 
newspaper (Shin Han Minbo), holding meetings, conferences, and 
fundraising.   
 
In conclusion, while I do not question the contribution of Hungsadan to the 
Korean independence movement, the fact is that there is no evidence that any 
of those significant contributions occurred at the Catalina building, or that the 
building is in some way attributed or identified with those contributions.  
Accordingly, the nomination greatly exaggerates the significance of this 
Catalina building both with respect to its relevance to the Korean 
independence movement, its role in the Korean community, and its 
significance to the Hungsadan as a whole.  
 

         John Cha 
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Cultural Heritage Commission  
City of Los Angeles  
200 N. Spring Street Room 1010,  
City Hall Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
 
  RE:  3421-3423 South Catalina Street. (CHC-2021-5125-HCM) 

 

Dear Heritage Commission: 

My name is Philip Cuddy. My sister, Christine Cuddy and I are two of the grandchildren of 
Dosan Ahn Chang Ho, one of the founders of the Young Korean Academy (YKA) and the main 
force behind the Korean National Association (KNA), the most important community 
organization in Korean American history. Our grandmother Helen Ahn, Dosan’s wife, is also 
known as Yi Hye Ryon. For the reasons stated below, I submit this letter on our behalf in deep-
rooted opposition to the proposed Historic Cultural Monument (HCM) nomination of the former 
YKA building on Catalina Street. 

Before writing this letter, I had the opportunity to walk through the building and property.  My 
sister and I have memories of when the building was used by the YKA as a residence containing 
a communal meeting area in the living room which was used by the YKA for small private 
meetings specific to YKA activities. Article 6 of the YKA Constitution prohibits political 
pursuits of any kind by the YKA. Every YKA member was a KNA member. The community 
meetings were held in the KNA building just two blocks away on Jefferson Blvd. That’s where 
the community political and Independence Movement events took place.  The KNA building was 
big and there were educational activities for children. There were sports for teenagers. The 
Presbyterian Church next door had a huge kitchen, class rooms and the worship hall.  

I was shocked to see the dear old YKA house. It is a nightmare with a builder’s eyes open. I built 
houses in Malibu Colony, Stone Canyon and common homes. It is easy to see Catalina is now a 
teardown. According to the guidelines of the 2017 Survey it is obvious Catalina is not an HCM.  

The YKA was a closed group. Only invited qualified people could become members. As it 
stands today, the Catalina building has lost all of the character it once had. The thing I remember 
most was the brick entry, fireplace and chimney. Gone! This structure has been oddly divided 
into several separate living units, the large living room area is gone, and even the front façade 
has been altered. The YKA abandoned this house selling it for profit many years ago, and after 
50 years of use by other owners, it is in such disrepair that it cannot legitimately be said to 
represent the significance of either Dosan or the YKA. The cost to restore it is beyond reason. 
Dosan would frown on wasting money to take it away from the owner. Dosan would prefer 
awarding students with a decent apartment planned by the current owners. 

I participated in the LA City Planning Office of Historic Resources Asian American Survey in 
2017. The Catalina YKA property was listed in this Survey. The Korean American sub-group did 
not recognize any significance to recommend an HMC for the YKA to the Office of Historic 
Resources. The two reasons I recall were nothing unique about this Craftsman style dwelling and 
since the YKA was a closed group it was not open to the broader Korean community.  



 

2 
  

The Korean community had other established organizations with buildings such as the Dongjihoe 
in Los Angeles run by Syngman Rhee and his anti-Dosan and anti-KNA followers.  

I know how this HCM process works. I gave the decisive research and testimony in San 
Francisco to list the Powell Street Korean Church as an HCM. I gave the decisive testimony in 
Sacramento to get it recognized by the State placing this church on the National Registrar. 
History is not history unless it’s true! The Catalina Application is based on manipulated truth. 

While my sister and I acknowledge that the City has preserved the important legacy of our 
grandfather Dosan Ahn Chang Ho and our mother Susan Ahn Cuddy by designating the last 
family home located at USC as an Historic Cultural Monument (The Ahn Family House), we 
definitely do not believe the Catalina Street building can or will do anything to further their 
legacy or that of the YKA.  The KNA building -  an existing HCM located just two blocks from 
the Catalina Street property - was the primary community building used by Koreans in Los 
Angeles and the KNA and its members, and it unquestionably serves a much better reflection of 
the work done by Dosan and YKA. The Presbyterian Church next to the KNA building has more 
significance to the community and its heritage than the YKA. YKA members participated in the 
KNA to fulfil much more important contributions to the Independence Movement than the YKA 
work itself. Only a very few members of the YKA lived at the Catalina Street house, it is the 
KNA building which represents the YKA's contribution to our community, and not the 
dilapidated structure that remains on Catalina Street.  

There is yet another, perhaps more important reason, why we oppose this nomination. We know 
the current owners' plans to build new modern student housing for college students on the 
property would not be realized if the property is designated as an HCM. We have little doubt that 
our grandfather Dosan would be very upset new student housing would have to be sacrificed in 
the name of preserving his legacy.  There is a better way, and that is to permit this new student 
housing project to proceed while memorializing the history of the site by thoughtfully creating a 
meaningful recognition of Dosan and YKA in the front area of the new building.  We have 
volunteered, and the owners have accepted, our offer to work together to design and install such 
recognition. We think this thoughtful and educational memorial would do much more to preserve 
the legacy of our grandfather, than simply forcing the owners to keep the existing building until 
it falls to the ground from decay. 

We respectfully submit this letter for your consideration. 

 

     Philip Cuddy 

   

Christine Cuddy.     
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----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: fc <  
To: Ken Bernstein < >;  < >; 

 < >;  < > 
Cc: Christina Park < >; Rosalind Sagara < >; Katherine Yungmee 
Kim < >; Sara Delgadillo Cruz < >; 
< >; Nicole Chang < >; Hye Seung Chung 
< > 
Sent: Monday, September 13, 2021, 12:22:21 PM PDT 
Subject: 3421 Catalina YKA House HCM Application 

Dear Friends of History, 

Based on the CHC-2021-5125-HCM 3421Catalina Street Application and its 

Recommendation approval by your Office I have contacted an attorney about withdrawing 
ALL of my support and historical materials from the Application of another HCM through 
LA Conservancy and your office for Philip Ahn's house above Hollywood Bowl at  

. I cannot trust any of you to handle Philip Ahn's legacy properly based on 
what was done with YKA Application. What a shame. 

The unacceptable process I see in this CHC-2021-5125-HCM Application and approved 
Recommendation for an HCM is alarming. In particular this Catalina HCM is an illogical 

and unethical attempt to place politics over history.  

I will be publishing a detailed review of the specific problems with CHC-2021-5125-HCM 

Application that have been incorporated, ignorantly and possibly purposefully, in the 
Application photos, Summary and the long text about Dosan Ahn Chang Ho. This 

Application was not properly researched or vetted by staff, experts and worst of all by 
people who signed the Application in approval. People should not be involved when they 
don't understand the matter at hand and disregard the truth which should be found and 

supported through proper research and accumulated knowledge. I have better things to do 
than deal with this disappointing situation. The failure here cannot go unnoticed  

For example - A picture is worth a 1000 words. This glaring caption error about City Hall is 
a clear sign of the alarming depth of mediocrity found in this Application. How could 

anyone who works for LA City Hall who frequents City Hall condone this ineptness by 
approving the Application for 3421 Catalina Street to be an HCM? Anyone who works in 
City Hall and more so in City Planning should know the difference between the Council 

Chambers and another building? In this case of the USC Church mistake the improper 
identification is an automatic fail. Your work is intended to collect, record and utilize 
correct fine details! You have not! There is no acceptable excuse at all considering LA City 

Planning OHR is at fault. 



2

Flip Cuddy 

From the Application CHC-2021-5125-HCM 
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Does this look familiar? You approved the Church on USC Campus that is next to the Ahn 
Family house as City Hall 
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for 
 HUNG SA DAHN 

  

REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER: Donghao Li 
 3423 S Catalina St LLC 
 2905 South Vermont Avenue, Suite 204          
 Los Angeles, CA  90007                       
 
APPLICANT: Michelle Magalong 
 Asian & Pacific Islander Americans in Historic Preservation 
  
 Los Angeles, CA  90038 
 
PREPARERS: Rosalind Sagara 
 Los Angeles Conservancy 
 523 West 6th Street, Suite 826 
 Los Angeles, CA  90014 
 
 Katherine Kim 
  
 Los Angeles, CA  90042 
   

 

 

 

 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: July 15, 2021 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
  agenda for login  
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of July 22, 2021 per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 is 
tolled, and a revised date will be determined 
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the 
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order 
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority 
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising 
Expiration of Emergency Orders 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period. Please 
note that other State law provisions may also 
apply. 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-5125-HCM 
                    ENV-2021-5126-CE   
 
Location: 3421-3423 S. Catalina Street 
Council District: 8 – Harris-Dawson  
Community Plan Area: South Los Angeles 
Land Use Designation: Medium Residential 
Zoning: R3-1 
Area Planning Commission: South Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Empowerment Congress 

North Area 
Legal Description: Strong and Dickinson’s Jefferson 

Street Tract, Lot 12 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 

 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 

   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
Hung Sa Dahn is a multi-family residential property consisting of a 1910 two-story multi-family 
residence, a 1958 two-story duplex, and a 1950 one-story detached garage located on the west 
side of S. Catalina Street between Jefferson Boulevard and W. 35th Street in South Los Angeles. 
From 1936 to 1978, the subject property served as the headquarters of the Young Korean 
Academy, or Hung Sa Dahn, a civic organization founded in 1913 by the renowned Korean 
independence activist Dosan Ahn Chang Ho (1878-1938). In 1958, Hung Sa Dahn constructed 
the two-story duplex at the rear of the 1910 residence to provide housing for elder founding 
members of the organization. Currently the property is vacant. 

 

Originally constructed as a single-family residence in the Craftsman architectural style, the 1910 
multi-family residence is sited at the front of the lot, facing S. Catalina Street. The wood-frame 
building is rectangular in plan and clad in wood shingles at the upper level and a combination of 
wood shingles and clapboard at the lower level. It has a jerkinhead roof with flared eaves 
supported by wood knee brackets that is punctuated by cross-gabled dormers and clad in 
composition shingles. The building’s east-facing, front elevation is symmetrical with a central 
primary entry and gabled porch roof with decorative wood members in the gable end. The entry 
door features a prominent wood surround flanked by partial-height sidelites. The porch has non-
original wood support posts, a wood balustrade, and tile flooring. The rear, west-facing elevation 
features a recessed porch with arched openings infilled with wood lapped siding. Fenestration 
consists of vinyl sashes within original wood frames and surrounds, oriel windows with sliding 
vinyl sashes supported by carved wood corbels on the front elevation, bay windows, and single-
hung vinyl windows in single and grouped configurations. 

 

Constructed at the rear of the lot in 1958, the wood-frame, two-story duplex is designed in the 
Minimal Traditional architectural style. It is rectangular in plan and features a hipped roof with 
composition shingles and smooth stucco cladding. Entry to the lower unit is provided at the 
building’s south-facing, side elevation; the upper unit is accessed by an exterior staircase with a 
decorative wrought-iron railing at the east-facing, front elevation. Fenestration consists primarily 
of vinyl sliding windows. A one-story detached garage with a gabled roof appears was constructed 
at the southwest corner of the lot in 1950. 

 

The first wave of Korean immigration to the United States began in 1903, landing in Hawaii. By 
1905, Koreans from Hawaii began arriving in California, and some made their way to the 
agricultural communities of the Central Valley and to Southern California cities such as Riverside 
and Claremont. In 1906, there were purportedly less than 100 Koreans residing in Los Angeles 
County. At that time, Korean immigrants in Los Angeles began settling in the Bunker Hill 
neighborhood, an area that lacked race restrictions and was ethnically diverse. In August 1910, 
the Empire of Japan formally annexed the Korean Empire. This effectively ceased Korean 
immigration to the United States because Koreans were then considered by the United States 
government as Japanese nationals, who since 1908 were limited from immigrating as a way to 
limit Japanese laborers in the United States. By 1930, there were approximately 320 Korean 
Americans, both first and second generations, living in Los Angeles, many of whom had relocated 
to the South Los Angeles neighborhood surrounding the University of Southern California. 
Following the Korean War in 1953 until 1965, there was a second wave of Korean immigrants to 
the United States consisting of approximately 14,000 students, orphaned children, and brides of 
servicemen returning from the war; it can be assumed that some of these immigrants came to 
Los Angeles. In addition to the new wave of immigration, in the late 1940s and early 1950s the 
Korean American community in Los Angeles was undergoing other changes with the end of 
discriminatory racial covenant laws that barred Asian Americans from living in certain 
neighborhoods. This shift towards desegregation resulted in many Korean Americans moving to 
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middle class neighborhoods in Los Angeles and the surrounding cities, as well as the eventual 
creation of Koreatown in the late 1960s.  

 

The Japanese occupation of Korea starting in 1910 had lasting impacts on the Korean community 
in Los Angeles; it fueled broader interest and participation in political organizations associated 
with the Korean independence movement and was a catalyst for widespread patriotic fervor 
among the Korean diasporic communities. The first Korean national organization that evolved to 
become the Korean National Association (KNA) was established in 1910. Initially headquartered 
in San Francisco, KNA had a Los Angeles branch as early as 1912 at 2 Olive Court. In the 
following decades, the United States became one of the bases for the Korean independence 
movement. Three of the movement’s key leaders—Syngman Rhee, Ahn Chang Ho, and Yong-
man Pak— spent substantial time in the United States. Ahn Chang Ho, also known by his 
penname, Dosan, is most associated with Los Angeles. 

 

Ahn Chang Ho was born in 1878 in a rural village near Pyongyang, in what is now North Korea, 
and immigrated with his wife, Lee Hye Ryon (Helen), to San Francisco in 1902. The Ahns moved 
to Riverside in 1904, where he worked as a laborer in the citrus groves, and became a leader of 
the small immigrant community, establishing the Korean Mutual Assistance Association in 1905. 
In subsequent years, Ahn emerged as a moral and political leader of the Korean independence 
movement, and travelled extensively between immigrant settlement communities in California, 
and internationally to China, Russia, Manchuria, and back to Korea. In 1919, Ahn became acting 
premier of the Korean Provisional Government in China, established as a government-in-exile 
following Japanese colonial authorities’ suppression of a nationwide peaceful protest to proclaim 
Korean independence known as the March 1st Movement. Ahn departed his home in Los Angeles 
for the last time in 1926, and later died in 1938 in Korea due to complications arising from torture 
and harsh conditions during imprisonment. 

 

In 1913, Ahn established Hung Sa Dahn, or Young Korean Academy, an organization dedicated 
to the promotion of Korean independence and Korean culture in America through building civic 
and political leadership capacity. In 1914, he relocated to Los Angeles, and Hung Sa Dahn’s 
headquarters moved with him to multiple residences in the Bunker Hill neighborhood before 
establishing a permanent location of its own at the subject property in 1936. Initially, membership 
in the organization was varied, consisting of day laborers, farmworkers, and shopkeepers, as well 
as ambassadors and diplomats; later, members of Hung Sa Dahn included such diverse 
occupational backgrounds as teachers, innkeepers, businessmen, physicians, lawyers, and 
pastors. During Ahn’s frequent absences, the organization continued to operate and expand at 
the subject property, which functioned as a long-standing civic, social, and cultural hub in the 
Korean American community until 1978.  

 

The subject property has experienced some alterations that include an interior remodel of the 
1910 residence to add a drop ceiling next to the fireplace and remove a wall between the living 
and dining rooms in 1932, and the replacement of the original stoop with a full-width porch, the 
infill of the rear porch of the Craftsman-style residence, and the replacement of some windows 
with vinyl windows, all at unknown dates. 

 

The subject property was identified in the Korean Americans in Los Angeles, 1905-1980 
SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Statement as significant as the Los Angeles branch of the 
Korean American patriotic youth organization founded by Ahn Chang Ho in 1913.  
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CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 

 

FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On June 22, 2021, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 
30-day expiration date of July 22, 2021, per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of the local emergency period. 
Please note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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Note on Romanization of Korean Hangeul:

The organization name 흥사단 is transliterated as ‘Hung Sa Dahn’ in this application. Many sources,

including the USC Digital Library and the City of Los Angeles’ SurveyLA Korean American Historic Context

Statement utilize ‘Hungsadan,’ based on the McCune-Reischauer Romanization system that was in

common use from 1937-2000. The contemporary transliteration according to the Revised Romanization

of Korean system adopted in 2000 is ‘Heungsadan.’ The decision to use ‘Hung Sa Dahn’ was based on Los

Angeles City Directories, Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety permit records, and the

organization’s own primary records during the time it occupied the subject property at 3421 South

Catalina Street.
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7A. Property Descrip;on 

Site/SeCng 

Hung Sa Dahn is located at 3421-3423 South Catalina Street between Jefferson Boulevard and 35th 

Street in the South Los Angeles neighborhood. The parcel is approximately 6,223 square feet and 

contains a two-story CraLsman-style single-family residence, two-story Modern-style duplex, and a one-

story detached garage. Landscaping in the front setback consists of mature palm trees and grass. 

Hardscape features on the property include a concrete driveway along the side (south) property line and 

central walkway connecQng the front porch steps to the sidewalk Black wrought-iron fence, pedestrian 

gate, and driveway gate at the front (east) property line. All buildings on the site retain sufficient 

integrity to convey the property’s significance.    

Residence Exterior (3421 South Catalina Street) 

Built in 1910, the primary (east) facade of the two-story CraLsman-style residence faces South Catalina 

Street.  It was originally constructed as a single-family residence, but converted into a mulQ-family 1

residence at an unknown date.  The building is rectangular in plan and clad in wood shingles at the 2

upper story and a combinaQon of wood shingles and clapboard at the lower story. The rear (west) facade 

features an arcade or recessed porch with arched openings, now infilled with wood lapped siding. The 

building has a gable-on-hip roof with prominent jerkinheads at either end and boxed, flared eaves 

supported by wood knee brackets. The primary roofline is punctuated by cross-gabled dormers with 

decoraQve wood verQcal members and flared eaves facing each side yard.  

The building’s front (east) facade is symmetrical, with a central primary entry and gabled porch roof with 

decoraQve wood members in the gable end. The entry door features a prominent wood surround flanked 

by parQal-height sidelights; the door type and material are obscured by a non-original metal security 

door. Photographic evidence indicates that the current porch, which is concrete, is a later addiQon that 

replaced an original stoop with steps flanked by two heavy brick square posts. The porch features non-

original wood support posts and a wood balustrade. The porch steps and porch floor are clad with Qle. 

Street-visible fenestraQon consists primarily of vinyl insert sashes within original wood frames and 

surrounds. The front facade features rectangular oriel windows with sliding vinyl sashes supported by 

carved wood corbels at both the upper and lower stories. Other fenestraQon includes verQcally-oriented 

single-hung vinyl windows in single and grouped configuraQons. 

Current photographs of the exterior show limited visibility due to the presence of a construcQon fence at 

the front property line and construcQon debris in the front yard, and the nominaQon preparer’s lack of 

access to the site. 

Residence Exterior (3423 South Catalina Street) 

A two-story duplex was constructed to the rear of the two-story CraLsman-style residence in 1958.  It is 3

rectangular in plan and features a hipped roof and smooth stucco cladding. Entry to the lower unit is 

provided at the building’s side (south) facade; the upper unit is accessed by an exterior staircase with a  

 ZIMAS1

 ZIMAS, Building permit no. 13253, Los Angeles Building and Safety, dated August 16, 1932.2

 ZIMAS, Building permit no. LA-1753, Los Angeles Building and Safety, dated May 23, 1958.3
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decoraQve wrought-iron railing at the front (east) facade. FenestraQon on the duplex is largely obscured 

from street view, but appears to consist primarily of vinyl sliding windows.  

Current photographs of the exterior show limited visibility due to the nominaQon preparer’s lack of 

access to the site. 

Garage Exterior 

A one-story detached garage with a gabled roof appears to have been constructed at the southwest 

corner of the lot in 1950.  Current photographs of the exterior show limited visibility due to the 4

nominaQon preparer’s lack of access to the site. 

Building Interiors 

No physical descripQon or current photographs of the interior are provided in this applicaQon due to the 

nominaQon preparer’s lack of access to the site. 

Permits and Altera;ons 

1932 AlteraQons to exisQng residence with “recepQon hall” at 3421 South Catalina include drop 

ceiling 7’6” x 11’6” to be raised next to fireplace level and replacing folding doors where 

wall removed to connect the living room and dining room as one.

1958 Construct new two-story duplex (3423 South Catalina) behind exisQng residence at 3421 

South Catalina.

1958 Re-roof and paint exterior at 3421 South Catalina. 

unknown Stoop removed and replaced with full-width porch

unknown Window sashes replaced with vinyl

unknown Infilled porch at rear 

 ZIMAS4



Hung Sa Dahn, 3421-3423 South Catalina Street 

Historic-Cultural Monument Con;nua;on Sheet

Character-Defining Features 

Residence Exterior (3421 South Catalina Street) 

• Rectangular plan 

• Gable-on-hip roof 

• Jerkinhead gable ends 

• Knee brackets 

• Cross-gable dormers  

• Wood shingle and clapboard siding 

• Gabled porch roof 

• Oriel windows and overall fenestraQon pajern 

• Primary entry door and sidelights 

• Recessed porch at rear with arched openings (currently infilled but largely intact) 

Residence Exterior (3423 South Catalina Street) 

• Rectangular massing and plan 

• Hipped roof 

• Exterior staircase with railing 

• Unadorned facades  

• Overall fenestraQon pajern 

Detached Garage 

• Subordinate in height, massing, and footprint to the primary and secondary structures 

• Gabled roof 
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7B. Statement of Significance 

Summary 

3421-3423 South Catalina Street in the South Los Angeles neighborhood served as the headquarters of 

the Young Korean Academy, or ‘Hung Sa Dahn,’ from 1936 to 1978. Hung Sa Dahn was a civic 

organizaQon founded in San Francisco in 1913 by the renowned Korean independence acQvist Dosan Ahn 

Chang Ho (1878-1938). Ahn was an early leader of the Korean American community in Los Angeles, 

emigraQng from Korea first to San Francisco in 1902, before relocaQng to Los Angeles in 1914. Hung Sa 

Dahn’s headquarters moved with Ahn to mulQple family residences in the Bunker Hill neighborhood (not 

extant) before establishing a permanent locaQon of its own at the subject property  in 1936, two years 

prior to Ahn’s death following his incarceraQon as a poliQcal prisoner by Japanese colonial authoriQes in 

Seoul.  

 

3421 South Catalina Street, which was idenQfied as a resource in the SurveyLA Korean American Historic 

Context, is highly significant for its associaQon with the Korean independence movement from 1936 to 

1945, as well as its funcQon as a long-standing civic, social, and cultural hub in the Korean American 

community from 1936 to 1978. In 1958, the Hung Sa Dahn purpose-built a two-story duplex on the 

property (idenQfied as 3423 South Catalina Street) to house aging members. The property was part of an 

early concentraQon of Korean American residences, businesses, and civic and religious insQtuQons that 

emerged in South Los Angeles beginning in the 1920s, primarily in the area bounded by Jefferson 

Boulevard to the north, West 37th Street to the south, South Catalina Street to the east, and Normandie 

Avenue to the west. Hung Sa Dahn would conQnue to serve an acQve community role at this locaQon 

unQl 1978. 

  

3421 South Catalina Street has been idenQfied in SurveyLA’s Korean American Historic Context Survey as 

eligible for lisQng as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM) as the long-Qme headquarters of 

Hung Sa Dahn, a significant Korean American civic organizaQon in Los Angeles. 

The property meets “Historic-Cultural Monument Criteria 1” as it exemplifies significant contribuQons to 

the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the naQon, state, city, or community. The site at 

3421-3423 South Catalina Street is exemplary as a rare and enduring Korean American insQtuQonal 

property in Los Angeles. 3421-3423 South Catalina Street was the locaQon from which Hung Sa Dahn 

operated from 1936 to 1978, which is the period of significance for the property. The buildings are 

extant, intact, and rare examples of early insQtuQonal properQes associated with Korean American 

immigraQon, sejlement, and development in Los Angeles.  

The property also meets “Historic-Cultural Monument Criteria 2,” for its direct associaQon with the life of 

historic personage, Dosan Ahn Chang Ho, a singularly important figure in Korean American history at the 

local, state, and naQonal level, and in modern Korean history more broadly. Although Ahn was 

imprisoned abroad in Korea at the Qme of Hung Sa Dahn’s acquisiQon of the property in 1936 and died 

two years later before he could return home to Los Angeles, he and his teachings are integral to the 

organizaQon’s existence over its 108-year history, including its period of significance at 3421-3423 South 

Catalina Street. Furthermore, the building’s acquisiQon was facilitated through his direct efforts and 

served as the first and only standalone headquarters of Hung Sa Dahn in Los Angeles. 
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Together with the Korean Independence Memorial Building (headquarters of the Korean NaQonal 

AssociaQon, an organizaQon also founded by Ahn; LA HCM-548) and the Dosan Ahn Chang Ho Family 

Home (LA HCM-1059), the subject property is one of only three extant buildings in Los Angeles that are 

directly associated with Ahn, a singularly important figure in the development of the Korean American 

community at the local, state, and naQonal level, during his lifeQme. All other physical structures 

associated with him have been lost, further underscoring the rarity and significance of this property 

under Criteria 2. 

Historical Background 

Much of the following informaQon is taken from SurveyLA’s Korean American Historic Context Statement. 

The nominaQon preparers highlighted the themes important to understanding how the Hung Sa Dahn 

and its founder, Dosan Ahn Chang Ho, fit into the broad cultural and social history of Koreans in Los 

Angeles. These secQons are followed by informaQon about the mission, acQviQes, and significance of 

Hung Sa Dahn. 

Dosan Ahn Chang Ho (1878-1938) 

Early EducaBon and Influences 

Ahn Chang Ho, also known by his pen name Dosan (‘island mountain’), was a Korean independence 

acQvist and a prominent leader within the Korean American immigrant communiQes in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, and Riverside in the early twenQeth century. A singularly revered figure in modern Korean 

history, Ahn was born in 1878 in a rural village near Pyongyang, in what is now North Korea. Ahn’s views 

on Korea and Korean sovereignty were shaped by his experiences witnessing the Sino-Japanese War 

(1894-1895) as a youth. The cornerstone of his moral and poliQcal philosophy was forQfying Korea’s 

strength as a naQon-state by building up the individual potenQal of its ciQzens through mass educaQon, 

gender equality, and other modern values that ran counter to the rigidly hierarchical Confucian values of 

Korea’s Joseon Dynasty (1392-1897). 

ImmigraBon to the U.S. 

Ahn’s strong belief in the power of educaQon led him to move as a teenager first to Korea’s capital, 

Seoul, where he enrolled in and graduated from American missionary school, then on to the United 

States to further his studies in educaQon for the purposes of returning to Korea and aiding its people. 

Already a noted orator in Korea by this Qme, Ahn and his new bride, Lee Hye Ryon (Helen) emigrated to 

San Francisco in 1902. He was instrumental in the establishment of immigrant support insQtuQons such 

as the Korean Friendship AssociaQon in San Francisco, which was founded in 1903 to promote aid and 

offer a community for Korean immigrants.  5

Finding it difficult to secure employment in San Francisco, the Ahns moved to Riverside in 1904, where 

he worked as a laborer in the citrus groves. He became a leader of the small immigrant community, 

establishing the Korean Mutual Assistance AssociaQon there in 1905.  In subsequent years, he emerged 6

as a clear moral and poliQcal leader of the Korean independence movement. He conQnued to travel 

extensively between immigrant sejlement communiQes in California, and internaQonally to China,  

 Kim and Pajerson, The Koreans in America, 4 and Shin, “Koreans in America, 1903-1945,” 9. 5

 Shin, “Koreans in America, 1903-1945,” 7, 9.  6
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Russia, Manchuria, and back to Korea, which had been forcibly annexed as a colony by Japan in 1910. He 

established Hung Sa Dahn, or Young Korean Academy, in San Francisco in 1913. 

In 1914, following an unusually cold winter that decimated California’s citrus crops, Ahn and his family 

relocated from Riverside to Los Angeles. They sejled among the emerging Korean community around 

the Bunker Hill neighborhood. Upon arrival, they lived at 1411 West Fourth Street, but moved to 106 

North Figueroa Street by 1917. Hung Sa Dahn’s headquarters moved with Ahn from San Francisco to Los 

Angeles, and the organizaQon conQnued to operate and expand during his frequent absences. 

Return to Korea 

Ahn became acQng premier of the Korean Provisional Government in China, which was established in 

1919 as a government-in-exile following Japanese colonial authoriQes’ brutal suppression of the March 

1st Movement, a naQonwide peaceful protest to proclaim Korean independence. The incident resulted in 

an esQmated 7,500 ciQzen deaths and tens of thousands of injuries and arrests.  7

Ahn departed his home in Los Angeles for the last Qme in 1926.  Evidence suggests that he may have 8

been deported from the U.S. by the ImmigraQon Service aLer he and the Hung Sa Dahn organizaQon 

were falsely reported for suspected Bolshevik Qes.  He planned on returning to the U.S. in 1932 to spend 9

Qme with his family, including his youngest son Ralph, who was born in 1926 and whom Ahn had never 

seen. However, repeated arrests by Japanese colonial authoriQes in 1927, 1932, and 1937 thwarted his 

efforts.  Ahn died in 1938 as a result of complicaQons arising from torture and harsh condiQons during 10

his 1937 imprisonment. The Los Angeles Times published an arQcle enQtled “Angeleno Dies in Seoul,”  11

and a public memorial service for Ahn was held in the Los Angeles City Hall Council Chambers on March 

20, 1938.   12

Due to his unQmely death, Ahn was unable to physically see Hung Sa Dahn’s acquisiQon of the property 

at 3421 South Catalina Street to fruiQon. However, as the founder as well as physical and moral force 

behind Hung Sa Dahn as an organizaQon, Ahn and his legacy are inextricably Qed with the subject 

property. 

Ahn Family 

The Ahn family’s legacy lived on following Ahn Chang Ho’s departure from Los Angeles and his death. 

Helen Ahn moved with their five children, Philip, Philson, Susan, Soorah, and Ralph, into a house at 

McClintock Avenue and 34th Street near the University of Southern California (USC) campus in 1937. They 

lived at the McClintock Avenue house unQl 1946, during which Qme it became a gathering place for 

those supporQng the Korean independence movement. It also served as a social and cultural hub for the 

Korean American community, parQcularly as a means for providing assistance to new arrivals to Los 

Angeles. The house was acquired by USC in 1966 and moved to an on-campus locaQon (809 West 34th  

 Kyung Moon Hwang, “The Birth of Korean NaQonhood,” New York Times, March 1 2019, accessed 17 June 2021, hjps://www.nyQmes.com/7

2019/03/01/opinion/the-birth-of-korean-naQonhood.html.

 Brian League, University of Southern California, “Dosan Ahn Chang Ho Family Home,” City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument 8

ApplicaQon, October 17, 2013. 

 Edward Taehan Chang, “Last Journey to America: DeportaQon of Dosan Ahn Chang Ho (1924-1926),” The Review of Korea Studies Volume 23 9

Number 1 (June 2020): 161-182, accessed 17 June 2021, hjps://rks.koar.kr/assets/pdf/2562/journal-23-1-161.pdf.

 “Ahn Changho: A Man Memorialized in Both Korea and the United States.” The Unsung Heroes Who Fought for Independence. hjp://10

peacemaker.prkorea.com/ahnchangho/.

 Los Angeles Times, “Angeleno Dies in Seoul,” 13 March 1938, accessed 14 June 2021.11

 Hung Sa Dahn, 100 Years of the Young Korean Academy (Seoul: Hung Sa Dahn, 2013), 021. 12
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Street) in 2004 (City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument No. 1059). Members of the Ahn family 

conQnued to be prominent figures in the Los Angeles Korean American community over the following 

decades.   13

Korean Americans in Los Angeles 

Early ImmigraBon, Bunker Hill 

The United States and Korea officially established diplomaQc relaQons in 1882. The first American 

missionaries arrived in Korea shortly thereaLer, establishing schools, universiQes, hospitals, churches, 

and other insQtuQons. In doing so, modern values such as democracy and mass educaQon were 

introduced to Korea, heavily influencing future generaQons of poliQcal leaders and acQvists including Ahn 

Chang Ho. 

Korean immigrants began sejling in the Bunker Hill neighborhood of Los Angeles in the early 1900s. The 

immediate neighborhood was already considered an older part of Downtown, and lacked race 

restricQons. Korean Americans therefore lived side-by-side with other ethnic minoriQes including 

Mexican Americans, African Americans, and other Asian Americans.   14

Florence Sherman, a former missionary to Korea, founded the Korean Methodist Episcopal Mission in 

1904 at 1519 Hill Street.  The mission’s residents were among the earliest Korean Americans in Los 15

Angeles. In addiQon to church services, the mission provided housing, employment assistance, and 

English language lessons for young immigrants, who were primarily students and day laborers. It was 

served by Reverend Hugh Cynn, a Korean USC student who had escaped to Los Angeles following 

poliQcal persecuQon and imprisonment in Korea.  Cynn had known Florence Sherman from her Qme 16

spent in Korea as a missionary, and this connecQon enabled him to immigrate to Los Angeles and 

matriculate as a USC student before later returning to Korea in 1911.  The Korean Methodist Episcopal 17

Mission closed by 1912 due to financial woes and Cynn’s return to Korea.  18

The Korean Presbyterian Mission was established in 1906 at 240 North Bunker Hill Avenue . The closure 19

of the Korean Methodist Episcopal Mission led to the merging of the two congregaQons as the Korean 

Presbyterian Church, which was located at 2 Olive Court.  As with other ethnic communiQes, the role of 20

the churches for early Korean Americans in Los Angeles was an essenQal socio-cultural insQtuQon that 

extended beyond the pracQce of religion to include broader support funcQons. The churches held 

community events and celebraQons and provided language educaQon. 

Japan’s annexaQon of Korea in 1910 further transformed the role of overseas Koreans in the 

independence movement, because many poliQcal acQvists, students, and intellectuals were living abroad 

in exile. The first Korean naQonal organizaQon that evolved to become the Korean NaQonal AssociaQon  

 Brian League, University of Southern California, “Dosan Ahn Chang Ho Family Home,” City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument 1313

ApplicaQon, October 17, 2013. 

 Kim, Images of America: Los Angeles’s Koreatown, 8.14

 “Mission Started For Korean Boys,” Los Angeles Times, 5 December 1904, accessed 14 June 2021.15

 Los Angeles Times, “Hueng-Wo Cynn Back to Korea: Graduate of U.S.C. Returns to NaQve Land,” 01 April 1911, accessed 15 June 2021.16

 David Yoo and Hyung-ju Ahn, Faithful Witness: A Centennial History of the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church (1904-2004) (Los 17

Angeles: Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church, 2004), 37, 49. 

 Yoo and Ahn, Faithful Witness, 49-51.18
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Hung Sa Dahn, 3421-3423 South Catalina Street 

Historic-Cultural Monument Con;nua;on Sheet

(KNA) was established in 1910.  IniQally headquartered in San Francisco, KNA had a Los Angeles branch 21

as early as 1912 at 2 Olive Court, the same address listed in city directories for the Korean Presbyterian 

Church. 

The Korean American community in Los Angeles grew slowly but steadily in the 1910s and 1920s as 

migrants conQnued to arrive from Hawaii, San Francisco, and farming communiQes in the Central Valley 

and Riverside. Ahn Chang Ho and other community leaders established and nurtured the growth of local 

civic organizaQons such as Hung Sa Dahn. 

Community Growth and Expansion, South Los Angeles 

Beginning in the 1920s, the Korean American community began coalescing and growing around the 

South Los Angeles neighborhood surrounding USC. Like Bunker Hill, this area was more lax in enforcing 

racial covenants and was ethnically diverse.  A hand-drawn map depicts a concentraQon of Korean 22

American churches, organizaQons, language school, community center, and residences circa 1935 in an 

area between Adams Boulevard to the north and ExposiQon Boulevard to the south, and roughly 

between Vermont Avenue to the east and Normandie Avenue to the west.  23

Another concentraQon of Korean American residences and insQtuQons was located south of Adams 

Boulevard and east of Vermont Avenue around Ellendale Place, Orchard Avenue, McClintock Avenue, 

and 29th and 30th Streets in the 1930s. Most notable was the Dong Ji Hoi (Comrade Society), founded by 

Syngman Rhee, another key leader of the Korean independence movement alongside Ahn Chang Ho, 

and later the first president of the Republic of Korea. Rhee was the founding president of the Korean 

Provisional Government, which was established following the March 1st Movement. He was interested 

in shiLing the leadership authority held by the Korean NaQonal AssociaQon (KNA) to the provisional 

government, and changing its name to the Korean Residents’ AssociaQon, leading to long-standing 

animosiQes and facQons within the independence movement between pro- and anQ-Rhee supporters. It 

appears the Los Angeles branch was located at 2716 Ellendale Place by 1932.   24

The Korean American community’s growth in South Los Angeles was likely due to the proximity of USC. 

Though not large enough to consQtute a disQnct enclave, the area west of campus and ExposiQon Park 

increasingly drew more Koreans in the 1920s and 1930s.  Korean American youths ajended schools 25

such as the James A. Foshay Learning Center, Manual Arts High School, and Los Angeles High School. 

They graduated and matriculated into American universiQes and enlisted in the military. Many young 

Korean Americans joined the U.S. Armed Forces. As children of the Korean independence movement, 

they felt compelled to fight against the Japanese.  

The cultural center for the Korean community coalesced around Jefferson Boulevard, where two 

prominent buildings were constructed. ALer moving to a few different locaQons, the Korean NaQonal 

AssociaQon (KNA) built a simple structure at 1368 West Jefferson Boulevard in 1938.  The organizaQon 26

had shiLed its primary headquarters from San Francisco to Los Angeles the previous year as Los Angeles’ 

larger and growing Korean populaQon became more prominent.  The KNA’s new hall served  27

  Helen Lewis Givens, “The Korean Community in Los Angeles County” (master’s thesis, University of Southern California, 1939), 56.21

 Yoo and Ahn, Faithful Witness, 68. 22
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approximately 2,000 members as the center of the Korean independence movement in the United States 

through poliQcal efforts to oppose the Japanese occupaQon of Korea and support the exiled provisional 

government based in China. The Korean-language newspaper The New Korea, with a poliQcal bent, was 

published on site.   28

Immediately next door to the KNA headquarters, the Korean Presbyterian Church constructed a 

permanent church in 1938 at 1374 West Jefferson Boulevard.  Between 1929 and 1931, the church 29

moved from its 2 Olive Court (not extant) locaQon to 1626 West 35th Street or Place, that appears to have 

been a single-family residence also the home of the pastor, Reverend C.S. Kim.  Between 1932 and 30

1938, the Korean Presbyterian Church was listed at 1545 West 35th Place. The church building at that 

locaQon belonged to the Westminster Presbyterian Church, a long-standing African American church. 

The Korean church may have rented or shared the faciliQes with the main church.  The lot on Jefferson 31

was purchased in 1937 and the brick church constructed for $20,000, part of which was raised by 

member donaQons from the community.  It featured a smaller auditorium, classrooms, offices, choir 32

rooms, and a larger auditorium where services were held. Stained glass windows were installed, as was a 

fully operaQonal kitchen. The grounds featured a parking lot and children’s playground. With services 

provided in both Korean and English, the church also offered Korean language school.  The proximity of 33

these two prominent insQtuQons firmly solidified Jefferson Boulevard as the social center of the Korean 

American community in Los Angeles. 

Korean War and Second Wave of ImmigraBon 

The Korean War (1950-1953) was fought between North Korea, with military support from the Soviet 

Union and China, and South Korea, with military support from the U.S. Cold War geopoliQcs in the 

aLermath of World War II led to the division of Korea into two sovereign states. Both states claimed 

legiQmacy as the sole Korean government, resulQng in a furious three-year conflict with no resoluQon 

that devastated the country.  

On July 27, 1953, the armisQce between the warring parQes was signed, effecQvely bringing an end to 

the Korean War, despite the absence of a formal treaty. The war’s impacts reverberated in Korean 

American communiQes. The Korean American community across the United States funded relief efforts 

to ease the suffering on the peninsula. Orphan children, displaced by the conflict, became the first 

immigrants from Korea to the United States since the 1920s, many of whom arrived in Los Angeles. 

Returning U.S. servicemen from the Korean War brought Korean brides with them. These women arrived 

in small numbers and were oLen separated from the established Korean American community by 

circumstance.  Students from South Korea also started to make their way to the United States in the 34

years aLer World War II and the Korean War.  These three groups—the students, brides and orphans—35

consQtuted the second wave of Korean immigraQon to the U.S. 
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Approximately 14,000 Koreans arrived in the United States between 1950 and 1965.  This wave of 36

immigraQon was aided by scaled-back immigraQon laws in the 1950s that allowed enQre Korean families 

to claim refugee status. The arrival of refugees in Los Angeles was met by the established Korean 

American community with unwavering support.  

In addiQon to the new wave of immigraQon, the Korean American community in Los Angeles was 

undergoing other changes. In 1952, the ImmigraQon and NaQonality Act (also known as the McCarran-

Walter Act) was passed, which relaxed the limits on immigraQon from certain Asian countries.  

AddiQonally, several court cases in the late 1940s and early 1950s challenged discriminatory racial 

covenant laws that barred Asian Americans from living in certain neighborhoods. This shiL towards  

desegregaQon resulted in many Korean Americans moving from the previous concentraQon around 

Jefferson Boulevard between Western and Vermont Avenues to middle class neighborhoods in Los 

Angeles and the surrounding ciQes. For the most part, the nucleus of the Korean American community 

expanded north and west, signaling the eventual creaQon of the later Koreatown in the late 1960s. Some 

also moved further west to the Westside and over the Hollywood Hills to the San Fernando Valley.  

Hung Sa Dahn 

Founding and Korean Independence Movement 

Ahn Chang Ho founded Hung Sa Dahn in San Francisco in 1913. The organizaQon’s mission was to build 

civic and poliQcal leadership capacity for the Korean independence movement from Japanese colonial 

rule (1910-1945). Ahn’s teachings beyond the goal of independence promoted Korean sovereignty 

through democracy. Its membership was varied, consisQng of day laborers, farmworkers, and 

shopkeepers, as well as ambassadors and diplomats. DiscriminaQon led to a lack of employment 

opportuniQes for first-generaQon immigrants, even for those like Ahn who had a formal educaQon. Later 

members of the Hung Sa Dahn included such diverse occupaQonal backgrounds as teachers, innkeepers, 

businessmen, physicians, lawyers, and pastors. 

When Ahn and his family relocated to Los Angeles in 1914, Hung Sa Dahn’s headquarters moved with 

him. It operated out of their family home, first at 1411 West 4th Street, then by 1917 at 106 North 

Figueroa Street. Neither of these buildings are extant. Photographs from the 1910s-1930s depict the 

organizaQon’s members in front of the Queen Anne-style residence at 106 North Figueroa Street, on the 

USC campus, and gathered for picnics in parks. 

Hung Sa Dahn’s membership grew as the small Korean community began expanding and coalescing 

southward in the neighborhood surrounding USC in the 1920s and 1930s. USC students, both second-

generaQon Korean Americans and internaQonal students from Korea, were among its members. Men 

and women alike were welcomed to join the organizaQon, reflecQng Ahn’s progressive views and belief 

that gender equality would contribute to bejer outcomes for society at large. 

It is unknown how Hung Sa Dahn came to select and purchase the property at 3421 South Catalina Street 

as its first standalone headquarters in 1936. However, a 1932 permit for an interior alteraQon indicates 

that there is a recepQon hall on the property, suggesQng that the property may have already been 

serving mulQ-purpose residenQal and insQtuQonal uses.   37

 Kim, “ResidenQal Pajerns,” 8.36
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Hung Sa Dahn, 3421-3423 South Catalina Street 

Historic-Cultural Monument Con;nua;on Sheet

Philip Ahn (1905-1978), the eldest of Ahn Chang Ho’s five children and a significant figure in his own 

right, was closely involved with Hung Sa Dahn since his youth. As a natural-born U.S. ciQzen, Philip was 

not subject to the California Alien Land Law of 1913, one of many U.S. alien land laws designed to 

effecQvely exclude Asian and other immigrants on the basis of race by prevenQng individuals ineligible 

for ciQzenship from being able to purchase, own, or lease property. Philip’s ciQzenship status enabled 

him to help his fellow Koreans who were not afforded such privileges. In 1924, he helped Hung Sa Dahn 

members purchase a rice farm in Colusa County, personally assisQng them in hauling crops to Los 

Angeles.   38

SupporBng Local Needs 

Given the discriminaQon in employment and lack of opportunity to purchase property, the economic 

situaQon for many Korean immigrants in the community was dire, parQcularly as they grew older. One of 

Hung Sa Dahn’s funcQons was to provide housing assistance to members who needed it, parQcularly 

local university students and elder founding members. Three bedrooms were located upstairs on the 

second floor, while the downstairs contained a large meeQng room, office, kitchen, and guest 

bedroom.  39

  

One Hung Sa Dahn member-resident was Choon Har Kim (1896-1983), who appears to have resided at 

the subject property beginning in 1936.  Like Ahn, Kim was born in northern Korea and studied civil 40

engineering at an American Presbyterian missionary school in Pyongyang. He was an organizer of the 

March 1st Movement in Korea. Kim eventually arrived in Los Angeles in 1924, where he found work 

operaQng a fruit stand in the Eagle Rock neighborhood.  In a 1983 interview, he told the story of leaving 41

his wife and young son behind in Korea in order to support the independence cause overseas. His son 

was lost and presumed dead in the Korean War, but his wife survived and he conQnued to support her 

financially from abroad for over forty years. ImmigraQon laws prevented Kim’s wife from becoming a U.S. 

resident or ciQzen unQl 1965, at which Qme she finally joined him in Los Angeles. By then, Kim had 

become a naturalized ciQzen and was able to purchase a house in San Fernando, where he resided unQl 

his death in 1983.   42

In 1958, Hung Sa Dahn further expanded its capacity by construcQng a detached two-story duplex to the 

rear of the exisQng building. The intent was to provide housing for elder founding members of the 

organizaQon. Plans for the project were approved in 1958, with a valuaQon of $10,000, a significant sum 

at the Qme. Dr. Marn Cha, professor emeritus of poliQcal science at California State University, Fresno, 

arrived from South Korea in 1957 to ajend USC, and was inducted as a Hung Sa Dahn member in 1960. 

He recalls that an elderly couple, who he believed were founding members, lived in one of the two units. 

EvoluBon 

Korea’s liberaQon from Japanese colonial rule in 1945 and the founding of the Republic of Korea (South 

Korea) in 1948 had socio-poliQcal implicaQons for the Korean American community in Los Angeles. Hung 

Sa Dahn’s global headquarters was moved from Los Angeles to Seoul.  With the long-desired goal of  43
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independence met, numerous organizaQons associated with the independence movement shiLed gears 

towards the formaQon of a new government in Korea. Many who had come to Los Angeles earlier as 

students or religious leaders in the community returned to Korea to parQcipate in naQon-building.  44

By the 1950s and 1960s, many of Hung Sa Dahn’s original founding members were elderly, leading to a 

need for housing to serve patriots who had served their home and adopted countries well. Dr. Cha 

recalls that five or six other students were inducted at the same Qme as he was, and that they were 

recruited by the exisQng membership, whom he considered ‘old-Qmers,’ with the intenQon of culQvaQng 

a new generaQon of leaders. 

Hung Sa Dahn conQnued to serve as a poliQcal voice following liberaQon. South Korea experienced 

poliQcal and social turmoil in the 1950s-1980s, both on account of the Korean War and subsequent 

authoritarian rule, which ran counter to Hung Sa Dahn’s core philosophies. The organizaQon’s focus 

turned to promoQng democraQc governance through educaQon and study of Ahn Chang Ho’s teachings, 

which were believed to be universal and applicable in a variety of poliQcal contexts. Therefore, although 

Hung Sa Dahn’s sphere of influence shiLed, it did not wane.  

Regular guest speakers stopped by the Hung Sa Dahn headquarters to lecture on various poliQcal and 

philosophical topics, including prominent member and former South Korean ambassador Dr. Chang Li 

Wook. Helen and Philip Ahn also conQnued to remain acQvely engaged with the organizaQon, which even 

led to Dr. Cha taking a job at the Ahn family’s Moongate restaurant in Panorama City, where he worked 

for about a year as a busser.  45

Hung Sa Dahn thus conQnued to serve as an important social and cultural hub at the subject property 

unQl 1978, when it was sold by the organizaQon for financial reasons. The organizaQon is sQll in acQve 

operaQon today throughout its various chapters in South Korea, the U.S., and elsewhere in the world.

 Kim and Pajerson, The Koreans in America, 49.44
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My name is Marn J. Cha, 84, born and raised in Korea. I came to the U.S. as a student in 
1957, and have earned all my three degrees, B.A., MPA, and Ph.D. from the University 
of Southern California. Most of my academic career was spent in the political science 
dept of Cal. State University, Fresno, California. I have retired from my professorship at 
Cal. State Fresno in 1910, and am currently a professor emeritus of political science.  
 
The highlights of my experiences with Hung Sa Dahn in general, and with the current 
standing structure that once served as the Hung sa Dahn , the Young Korean Academy, 
lodge/office at 3421 S. Catalina Ave., Los Angeles, California, 90007, in particular, will 
be described and presented in the following order. My specific personal experience with 
the building, followed by my knowledge of and experience with the events of historical 
import that took place in the lodge, and how these experiences as well as my encounter 
with historical treasure trove stored in Reedley and Dinuba, California late in my career 
have handed to me my late life avocation. That being: studying and researching Dosan 
Ahn Chang Ho and Hung Sa Dahn/YKA.       
 

• My Personal Experience with the Bldg. 
 
It was Fall, 1959, when I was strolling around South side of the USC campus, to be 
specific Jefferson Blvd and South Catalina Ave area, and noticed at a mid-point a two 
story house with a unique structure, a arch like porch. Therein, three Chinese 

characters, were inscribed in black, 興士團, read in Korean, Hung Sa Dahn. I could 

read these Chinese characters, 興, meaning raising, 士, meaning elite, literati, and 團 

meaning a circle, a gathering, a community. Hence, a community where you raise 
literati elite!  
 
I was passing by it with a curious look at this signboard and then a couple of elderly 
Asian gentlemen standing at the porch talking to each other sounded like Korean. 
They too noticed that I, a young Asian boy, passing by glancing at them. One of them 
ventured to ask me in English what nationality I was. I said Korean and they almost 
yelled at me that they were Koreans, too. They invited me into the house, which I 
subsequently learned that it was serving as Hung Sa Dahn’s lodge/office in America.  
 
The house was of a substantial size with a huge living room, an office space, a 
separate kitchen and a small room attached to the kitchen, which I took must be a 
living quarter for an in-house housekeeper or maid. It had upstairs which I remember 
had three bedrooms. During my subsequent visits to the lodge/house which were at 
least every other week, I learned that an elderly man, whose name was if I remember 
correctly Kim Jong Hak ( I could be wrong about his name) was living in the down 
stair room adjacent to the kitchen. He was a long time resident, a Hung Sa Dahn 
member, an admirer of Dosan Ahn Chang Ho, and an early immigrant who was then 
retired. He has never been married. No place to retire to and poor. The lodge provided 
to such Hung Sa Dahn member a space to live out their life.  
The up stair rooms were rented out to students at a nominal rent. Whenever I stopped 
by the lodge, there was always someone. Quite often the living room served as a 
social space for USC Korean students as well as those going to school elsewhere in 
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Los Angeles area. It was a bustling place with young people come and go, and a staff 
or two maintaining Hung Sa Dahn office occupying the West side of the first floor. 
File cabinets and a huge desk made up the office ambience against the background of 
Dosan Ahn Chang Ho’s portrait hanging on the wall.  
 
Now, going back to when I stepped into the house for the first time in 1959. One of 
the two gentlemen who met me at the porch volunteered to tutor me about Ahn 
Chango Ho and Hung Sa Dahn since I did not know anything the person and his 
organization. I too was enormously interested to know more about it. This has led to 
my visiting the lodge for the next some months to have sessions with this elderly 
gentleman, whose name was Harr Hee Oak. His intention was to recruit me into Hung 
Sa Dahn/YKA. Mr. Harr thought that I was ready to face a question and answer 
session, a critical step for a candidate to achieve his/her general membership.  
 
When this question and answer rite of passage was about to take place in 1960, a year 
after my chance encounter with the lodge and the two gentlemen in 1959, Dr. Chang 
Li Wook, a prominent Hung Sa Dahn leader who served formerly as South Korean 
ambassador to the U.S. was visiting Los Angeles. So, Dr. Chang took charge of 
hosting my YKA admission test session.  I showed up at an appointed time and faced 
Dr. Chang for the first time. He fired at me a series of friendly but tough questions, 
which I answered and defended. I recall it took a good couple of hours. He and a 
score of fellow members watching it pronounced that I have passed and thusly 
commissioning me to the full membership. From thereon I felt that the lodge was like 
my second home. I attended YKA monthly meetings and special events. My casual 
stopping by the lodge to see friends and simply socialize also took place quite often. 
 
In sum, the Hung Sa Dahn/YKA building was a multi-purpose structure: Hung Sa 
Dahn/YKA’s U.S. headquarters and office, a living quarter for Hung Sa Dahn retirees, 
providing housing to needy Korean students, and social space for the Korean student 
community. The students, who passed through a period of their social life in the Hung 
Sa Dahn/ YKA lounge, have grown and developed into community leaders, 
professionals, and contributors to American as well as Korean society. Now, the 
events that took place at the lodge that I remember.  
 

• The notable as well as routine events that took place in the lodge 
 

The routine events were Hung Sa Dahn/YKA monthly meetings. There were about 30 
or so attendees mostly YKA members. We sat on chairs spread out in the living room,  
a familiar pattern whenever meetings took place. These meetings then as now 
proceeded with singing national anthem, followed by a reading of Dosan’s words, 
attending to business items, and a lecture given by a designated member or an invited 
speaker. The YKA’s traditional revolving handshake concluded the meetings. Most of 
talks I attended then related to the Korean post independence topics, how for the 
members to cultivate YKA virtues and values that serve the independent Korea’s 
modernization and development. In 1959, as I remember, Dr. Chang Li Wook gave a 
lecture on his way to Washington D.C. I distinctly remember his lecture was how we 



 4 

should deal with a gulf between ideals and reality, followed by a topic on unity in 
diversity, and diversity in unity.  
 
My most memorable event was attending a general conference of all YKA members 
in the U.S. that was held at the lodge in December 1960 (refer to a group picture 
attached). It was a joyful occasion to welcome a score of young people into the 
membership one of whom was me. Dr. Chang Li Wook was present as was Mrs. 
Helen Ahn, the wife of Dosan Ahn Chang Ho and their first son, Philip Ahn, then a 
well-known Asian actor in Hollywood. My meeting with Mrs. Helen Ahn and Philip 
Ahn here got me a job. They asked me I would be interested in working for their 
restaurant. Then the Ahn family owned and operated a Chinese restaurant called 
Moongate in Panorama city near Van Nuys in San Fernando Valley. I worked for 
them a year, a great experience to know the Ahn families. Ever since, I have 
maintained a life-long friendship with the Ahn family. 
 
The 1960s were a difficult period for Hung Sa Dahn/YKA, as the military rule was 
governing Korea and Hung Sa Dahn/YKA was considered anti-military. Hence, an 
object of suppression by the Korean military intelligence! Yet, the Hung Sa Dahn 
weathered it out OK with its identity as the oldest civic organization remaining intact.   
 
Some years after the 1960 (I can’t remember exact year), I noticed a duplex being 
built in the back of the lodge. When it was completed, the apt occupant invited me 
into his new place. It was Mr. Kang, an elder brother of another Kang at whose San 
Francisco residence Dosan Ahn Chang Ho founded Hung Sa Dahn/YKA in 1913. 
This Mr. Kang, a staunch YKA member, lived most of his life in Chicago working as 
a cook. So, he asked me to excuse him if he coughs a lot while we talked. He said that 
as a cook, he was exposed to smoke too much, hence, tending to cough often, which I 
noticed he did. He and his wife served me refreshment. I learned that his wife was a 
descendant of a Korean patriot, one of thirty three signatories of the Korean 
declaration of independence in 1919, the mass Korean nationalist protest against the 
Japanese occupation of Korea.  

 
As I was making progress in my studies at USC, eventually finishing my doctorate, 
my attendance of the YKA meetings tapered off. By the time I secured my tenure 
track position at Cal. State University, Fresno in 1969, I left the town and could not 
make to any meetings. In the interim I heard via rumor mill that the lodge at 3421 S. 
Catalina Ave., was sold to a private party. The reason being: the area becoming crime 
ridden and hence increasingly undesirable to live in and maintain it.  
 

• Hung Sa Dahn/YKA and my avocation 
 
While pursing a career and raising a family in Fresno, I stumbled upon a trove of 
historical treasures in the two small farm towns in the vicinity of Fresno, namely, 
Dinuba and Reedley twenty some miles South of Fresno. It was in summer, 2002. It 
coincided with a year before the Korean U.S. immigration centennial celebration was 
to commence. What I found was over two hundred early Korean immigrants’ graves 
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in the Reedley and Dinuba cemeteries. Gravestones provided basic info on each 
deceased’s birth, death dates and birthplace. Most of them were born in the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century and died during the first half of the twentieth century. 
According to their birth places, most of them came from North Western and Southern 
parts of the Korean peninsula. They built a church, Dinuba Korean Presbyterian 
Church in Dinuba, California in 1912, followed by another Presbyterian church in 
Reedley built in 1938. The latter structure is still standing. The church in Dinuba was 
demolished in 1989. Unmistakable evidence: this many Korean immigrants settled, 
worked, lived and died in Central California.  
 
What may have drawn them to come to this part of California? How did the Koreans’ 
emigration to the U.S. come about? What may have been their life like here? Where 
are their offspring? What may they have left? What does this all mean to the history 
of Korean immigrants to the U.S. and the larger context of American history? These 
questions have opened up to me a whole new venture, a historical research into the 
Korean diaspora. It suggested a long-term commitment: an academic research as well 
as historical preservation. To this end, with a handful of supporters in the Fresno area, 
I have formed Central California Korean Historical Society (hereafter CCKHS) in 
2002. The year 2002 also coincided with a year before the Korean government and 
Korean American community were preparing to celebrate the Korean U.S. 
immigration centennial. The Korean U.S. Immigration Centennial Commemoration 
Committee came to aid our effort with an initial research grant. 
 
 My research has yielded two major written products among others: a paper I have 
delivered at the foregoing centennial commemorative seminar/conference, “the First 
Korea town in the U.S. A. mainland: Dinuba and Reedley, California” in 2003. Seven 
years later, 229 page book I have authored, “Koreans in Central California: A Study 
of Settlement and Transnational Politics” by University Press of America followed.  
In between the CCKHS has built a 2/3 replica of the Korean Independence Gate in 
Seoul, Korea in Reedley. Three other monuments were built and erected in Dinuba 
and Reedley that preserve the early Korean immigrants’ memories. If one comes to 
these two towns, he or she will find that they are virtually a walking Korean 
immigrant museum. The monuments are a testimony to trials and tribulations of the 
Korean immigrant pioneers. 
 
Of Korean immigrant pioneers, a towering figure was Dosan Ahn Chang Ho. His role 
was critical to organizing the Korean community, galvanizing it to contribute its 
energies and resources to the cause of the Korean independence movement. This has 
rekindled my old connections with Hung Sa Dahn/YKA. I began to research in-depth 
Dosan Ahn Chang Ho, his philosophy and values and what Hung Sa Dahn/YKA 
meant to him. By this time I have retired from my professorship and taken up 
studying and researching Dosan Ahn Chang Ho and his legacy, Hung Sa Dahn/YKA, 
as my full time avocation. This has led me to produce under the auspices of Hung Sa 
Dan and CCKHS 85-page English text entitled, ‘Tell Me About the YKA’ in 2018. 
The book affords English speaking readers a resource by which for them to better 
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understand Hung Sa Dahn/YKA, what it stands for, and its moral and philosophical 
messages.  
 
The more I delve into the deeper meanings of Dosan’s life and his philosophy, the 
deeper his insights and values come through, akin to the legacies of other prominent 
social thinkers and activists such as Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr. In 
fact, for the city of Riverside having built and erected the statutes of these three 
sage/activists, Gandhi, Ahn and King, in the middle of its city park/promenade, is no 
accident. It was a well thought-out decision. This has inspired me to take on my next 
avocation. That is writing a book that compares and contrasts Gandhi, Dosan and 
King. They do indeed share a lot of commonalities. I am in the midst of completing it. 
 
Because of the limited time and space allowed for this rendition of my memories of 
Hung Sa Dahn/YKA, let me conclude with a statement or two about a broader 
meaning of the importance of preserving the current Hung Sa Dahn structure at 3421 
S. Catalina Ave., from demolition beyond the Korean community. Dosan Ahn Chang 
Ho, the Hung Sa Dahn/YKA founder, believed that a nation is as good as what kind 
of people makes up that society. It is not their wealth, military power, or material 
possession. What counts are the character, inner-self and moral fiber of a nation. 
Honesty, integrity, courage to stand up to power, love and compassion, and 
camaraderie and fraternity, yet, the reason and logic driven life style, taking freedom 
and equality as values to uphold, are what a nation ought to strive to cultivate and 
achieve. 
 
For the Koreans to remake themselves to this end, they need an institution that leads 
the folks to change to a new character and personality. Hung Sa Dahn/YKA is an 
organization that shall produce such leaders who will help Korea transform. 
Ultimately toward what ends shall all these moral and ethical reform efforts be made? 
To achieve and live democracy! Dosan correctly took democracy to mean not just as 
a political institution and practice but also as ways of life. The foregoing virtues and 
values with which he intended to reform and reconstitute the Koreans were to reach 
democracy and live it. Thusly, whoever aspires to democracy, freedom and equality 
could just as well adopt Hung Sa Dahn/YKA principles and values. In short, Hung Sa 
Dahn/YKA has a global message. 
 
When Dosan named Hung Sa Dahn in English the Young Korean Academy, he did 
not mean to refer to it as a gathering of young people or youth only. His intention was 
metaphorical. He refers to a gathering of newly transformed or born again people to a 
new personhood. In this sense, it could be the Young Nigerian Academy, or Young 
American Academy.  
 

• Further larger meaning of saving the Hung Sa Dahn/YKA structure from 
demolition in the context of California 

 
California and the nation are facing tremendous challenge, a challenge to combat 
racism, achieve social justice, and mend inequities in just about every facet of our 
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social and economic life. California legislature responds to it with reform ideas and 
policies. For example, looking into reparation, mandating ethnic studies at K thru 
nine, colleges and universities, and strengthen Californians’ voting rights and political 
participation. In this spirit, California State Assembly and Senate unanimously voted 
for ACR 269, a resolution to designate November 9th, Dosan Ahn Chang Ho’s birth 
date as Dosan Ahn Chang Ho Day each year in California in 2018. Viewed in this 
larger context, preserving a structure where the ideas and philosophy, advancing 
morals and ethics fit for democracy and humanity, were formed and practiced, will 
serve as a historical resource the school age children could visit and get inspired, and 
adults would appreciate that spiritual and moral reforms can come from anyone and 
anywhere in the world. Ideas and initiatives are not a monopoly of any particular 
group of people.  
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